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Welcome back for the 2008-09 school year. |
hope that you all enjoyed a wonderful summer
vacation.

In this newsletter, we have included information
about the opening of school, supplies that
students will need, class schedules, and other key
items that students and parents need to know.
Please look it over carefully and call us (892-
5585) if you have any questions.

A number of exciting changes are in store this
year. The science rooms have been remodeled to
provide improved lab facilities. Thiswill allow
usto offer Advanced Placement Biology in the
09-10 school year. The school store is moved to
aroom directly connected to the gym lobby, so it
will be much easier to access during athletic
contests. An expanded darkroom will enhance
the photography classes.

The biggest change isin the area of technol ogy.
Smart Boards and laptop computers for students
will bein place this year as part of our effortsto
improve student achievement through the use of
technology. Teacher training will be on-going
throughout the year to ensure that we using the
technology effectively as an instructional tool.

| want to remind you that the parent and
student portals are wonderful communication
toolsthat allow parents and students to keep
track of grades and attendance. If you are not
registered for the Parent Portal, you can
download aform by going to the school’s
website, www.allendale.k12.mi.us and clicking
on PARENTS, PARENT PORTAL, and
DOWNLOAD REGISTRATION FORM.

We firmly believe that our students' successis
our success. Together we hope to make thisthe
best year in your child’'s educational career.

Schedules

Schedules will be available in the high
school office starting Monday, August 18.
All outstanding obligations from last year--
lost locks, lost books, library fines, cafeteria
overages, and athletic fees—must be taken
care of before we will issue a schedule for
2008-09. EACH OF THE FORMS
INCLUDED IN THISMAILING
MUST BE RETURNED IN ORDER
TO GET A SCHEDULE. IF THE
INFORMATION ON THE
ENROLLMENT FORM IS
ACCURATE, SIMPLE WRITE OK
ONIT AND BRING IT IN WHEN
YOU GET A SCHEDULE.
Picturesfor 1D cardsand the yearbook
will be taken on August 18 and 19 from 9-
12 p.m., 1-3 p.m., and 6:00-8:00 p.m. Re-
takes will be done in mid-September for
those students who cannot be here on the
18" or 19th.

School Supplies

All students will need the following supplies this
year:
- Planner

Lined paper

Pencils

Ink pens

Pocket folders

Three ring binders

Calculator: TI134 or equivalent for math
classes through Geometry or Tl 83 or
equivalent for higher level math classes.
Geometry students should have a compass,
protractor, and ruler.




Online Free/Reduced Lunch
Applications

Families can apply for free or reduced meals at
www.L unchApp.com after July 1.

Volunteers Needed

If you are the type of person who likes to get
involved in your child's school, we can use you
in one of the following capacities:

Tutor during seminar or after school
Mentor-meet with young men and women who
need arole model

Teacher appreciation days

Sports events help

Science Olympiad assistant

Science labs-help set up

School store-help supervise during athletic
events

Picture Days assistants

Copy Center-make photocopies for teachers
Make reminder calls for parent-teacher
conferences

Office assistant-help with mailings

Newsd etter designer-put articlesin an attractive
format

Chaperones for dances and field trips

Career awareness speakers for classrooms or
seminars

Wash PE practice jerseys

Drama Production set construction

Hall aides

Hall showcases

Hang student artwork in the halls

Intramurals

Make flash cards

Make transparencies

If you would like to help with any of these

activities, call the high school office (892-5585)

or sign up during picture days, orientations, or
the back to school fair in the township park in
August.

High School Goalsfor 08-09

We have four goals for the year.

1. All studentswill improvetheir ability to
under stand and utilize data from
informational text i.e. charts, graphs, and
tables.

2. All studentswill improvetheir ability to
use supporting detail in their writing.

3. All studentswill improvetheir
achievement in reading infor mational text.

4. All studentswill improvetheir ability to use
problem solving skillsto make decisions.

All goals are based on needs we identified from
studying MEAP, MME, ACT, and PLAN data.
If you would like to be part of a goal committee,
please call Seve Scholten at 892-5585.

Dress Code Reminders

Tops that reveal cleavage or show bare tummies
are not appropriate for school. The sameistrue
of tops with spaghetti straps, tank tops with low
cut sides on guys or girls, or shorts/skirts that do
not extend lower than the fingertips of an
extended arm. Shirts with slogans that have
double meanings or graphics that promote
alcohol and other drug use should not be worn to
school. Students who wear inappropriate
clothing will be asked to change or be sent home.

Community School Action
Council

The CSAC isacommittee that meets monthly to
focus on school improvement issues and on
involving the community in the school. In short,
we work on programs to benefit students and the
school. The CSAC is open to parents, students,
staff, and community members who have an
interest in making AHS the best place it can be
to educate students. Please call 892-5585 if you
areinterested in being a part of thisgroup.

Dual Enrollment

Dual enrollment means taking college classes
while still in high school. These classes count



for both college and high school credit. Students
can start taking college classes in their junior
year. They qualify for dual enrollment by
scoring at the following levels on the PLAN test
(given to al tenth graders): Math (18), Reading
(17), Science (19), and English (21). Seniorsare
eligible for dual enrollment if they earned ascale
score of 1100 or higher on the Michigan Merit
Exam (MME). Allendale Public Schools will
pay a part of its foundation grant to help cover
the cost of the college class(es). Whilethisis
not enough to fully cover the tuition for most
classes, it isan excellent bargain. The district’s
contribution depends on the number of college
classes a student enrollsin but does not depend
on the number of college credits for which the
student is enrolled. Call us (892-5585) for more
information.

Drop Off Areas

For safety reasons we ask that parents drop
off/pick up students before and after school at
the south end of the building (gym entrance).
The busses will be using the drive in front of
school. During school hours, it is okay to drop
off/pick up students at the front entrance.

Track/Weight Room Hours

Theindoor track will be open to the public from

6:00 am-9:00 p.m. Monday-Friday. Thetrack is

closed at 5:30 p.m. on days we host indoor

athletic events. The weight room is open to the

public from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m’. !\/Ionday-Friday.
N ,

Fall Sports Practices

All athletes must have a current physical on
file beforethey can begin practicing. Practices
may begin on the dates noted below:

Aug. 11 Football & Cheerleading
Cross Country, Volleyball,
Soccer

Practice and game schedules will be available on

our website: www.allendale k12.mi.us. Click on

“ SpOftS."

Parking Permits

All students who drive to school must display a
parking permit. They are available in the high
school office for $10. Permits are valid for the
student’ s high school years and do not have to be
renewed each year. Permits must be displayed
by hanging from the mirror.

Support Services

AHS will assist all homeless students with
enrollment and ensure that they receive
equal opportunity to succeed in school.
Contact Mr. Jason Fogel if you need
assistance or know of a student who may
qualify as homeless.

APS has a process to identify and help
students who struggle in school. It isknown
asthe Child Study Process. At the first
step, level 1, parents and teachers attempt to
identify accommodations that may help a
student be successful. After atrial period,
the adjustments are evaluated to see if more
formal evaluation is needed (level 2). If you
would like to schedule a Child Study
meeting for your child, please call Mr. Fogel
(892-5585).

Library Media Center
| nfor mation

Our media center continues to stock high quality
reference, high-interest non-fiction, and some
great fiction reads for students! Please
encourage your child to stop by on aregular
basisto see what is new, pick up some reading
(we also have alot of magazines), or get help
with aproject. Mrs. Mosier keeps some great
reference sites available on the media center web
page and often has specific lists requested by
teachers for their classes on the blog.



The media center is open all day for students
from 7:30 (and often earlier) to 3:30 Monday
through Thursday. We do close at 3:15 on
Friday. Hours are extended to 4:00 on Success
Center days.

All books are checked out for two weeks and
magazines for one week. Thereisa 20 cent per
day fine for overdues. We often have a waiting
list for materials so please help us encourage
students to return them on time. Parents are our
greatest partner in keeping a well-stocked media
center.

Questions can be addressed and more
information can be obtained from Mrs. Mosier at
892-5585 Ext. 1504.

MICHIGAN PROMISE
SCHOLARSHIP

Over the last two years, Michigan has
implemented many changes designed to get
students on the path to a college education. One
of those changes is the Promise Scholarship, a
$4,000 award which can be earned by all
students who do well on the Michigan Merit
Exam (MME). Studentswho are proficient
(score at the 1100 level or higher) will earn their
first $2,000 in payments during their freshmen
and sophomore years.

If they successfully complete their first two
years of college/technical training, they are
eligible for an additional $2000 to be paid over
the next two years. Students who take the MME
but don’t score at the 1100 level can still get the
$4000 but only after they successfully complete
their first two years of college. Thereisno “up
front” money. Call the school counselorsif you
want additional information.

Success Center Returns

Students who need help with their homework
should come to Success Center on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 2:45 — 4:00 p.m. Tutoring,
snacks, and aride home are all part of the
program. Success Center meetsin the library.

School starts Tuesday,
September 2 at 7:45a.m. All
students are asked to report to
the Ceglarek Fine Arts Center
WITH THEIR SCHEDULES.




