
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Successful completion of thirty (30) units of credit. Successfully completing one trimester of a subject earns (1/2) credit.  Students 

will also earn a ½ credit per year for successfully completing a weekly seminar class. 

 

2. Be in attendance on a full-time basis at a high school for four (4) years.  All four years do not have to be at Allendale, but the last 

year before graduation must be spent at Allendale in order to earn an Allendale diploma. 

 

3. Carry a minimum of 7½ subjects per year unless released due to dual enrollment. 

 

4. All students must take enough classes to graduate during their final trimester in order to participate in the graduation ceremonies. 

 

5. Successfully complete the following required subjects for diploma: 

 

¶ Four (4) credits in English including English 9, 10, 11 & 12 (English in Society or AP English may be taken in place of 
English 12 if recommended by teacher). 

¶ Three (3) credits of science (Class of 2011 and beyond must take Biology, Chemistry or Physics, and an additional science 
credit) 

¶ Two (2) credits of mathematics. 

¶ One (1) credit of physical education. 

¶ Three (3) credits of social studies including US History and Government (Class of 2011 and beyond must include World 
History (1 cr.), US History (1 cr.), Government (1/2 cr.), and Economics(1/2 cr.)) 

¶ One (1) credit of the arts.  This includes foreign languages, fine arts, vocational/ business courses or a combination of the 

above. 

¶ One-half (1/2) credit of Health. 

¶ One-half (1/2) credit of computer science. 
       

ALLENDALE HIGH SCHOOL  

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  



 

 

COLLEGE PREP RECOMME NDATIONS 
 

 

 

Students planning on a course of study that will lead to attending a Liberal Arts college or university should be taking the 

recommended course load. 

 

 

A four year Liberal Arts college preparatory program: 

 

             4 Credits of English; including composition 

             3 Credits of Science; including two laboratory sciences 

             3 Credits of Mathematics; including two years of algebra 

             3 Credits of Social Science 

             1 Credit of hands-on Computer Study   

             2 Credits of Foreign Language (in the same language) 

             1 Credit in Fine or Performing Arts 

 

Grade point average and ACT score are major factors in the admissions process.  The ACT is first taken in the spring of the junior 

year and college applications are done for the most part in the fall of the senior year. 

 

 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION  

 
 

Students leaning towards a vocational education should strongly consider attending the Careerline Tech Center during their junior and 

senior years.  Brochures are available in Mr. Fogelôs or Mr. Pierceôs office as to the preparation one should be making in the 9
th
 and 



10
th
 grade years.  Brochures listing the programs are also available.  Allendale is limited in the number of slots available so in 

selecting who will attend, consideration is given to attendance, successful completion of graduation requirements, possible experience 

in a related field, related courses taken, and EDP/Career Pathway selection. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be certified by the Clearinghouse, you must: 

 

1. Graduate from high school. 

You should apply for certification before graduation if you are sure you wish to participate in athletics as a freshman at the 

college to which you will be admitted.  The Clearinghouse will issue a preliminary certification report when you have had all 

your materials submitted.  After you graduate, the Clearinghouse will review your final transcript to make a final certification 

decision according the NCAA standards. 

 

2. Earn a grade-point average of at least 2.00 (on a 4.0 scale). 

In a core curriculum of at least 14 academic courses (16 academic courses for Division 1) which were successfully completed 

during grades 9 through 12.  Only courses that satisfy the NCAA definition of a core course can be used to calculate your 

NCAA GPA.  No special values are allowed for ñ+ò or ñ-ñ grades.  The chart below shows what your core courses must 

include at a minimum. 

 

NCAA INITIAL -ELIGIBILITY CLEARINGHOUSE  

(GENERAL  INFORMATION)  



 

 

 

 

Core Units Required for NCAA Certification  

 

 DIVISION 1  DIVISION II  

English Core 

Math Core 

Science Core 

Social Science Core 

4 years 

3 years 

2 years 

2 years 

3 years 

2 years 

2 years 

2 years 

 

From English, Math, or Science 1 year 2 years 

Additional core (English, Math, Science, 

Social Science, Foreign Language, 

Computer Science, Philosophy, Non-

doctrinal religion). 

4 years 3 years 

TOTAL CORE UNITS REQUIRED  16 14 

 

 

 

3. Earn a sum of scores of at least 68 on the ACT or a combined score of at least 820 on the recentered SAT (or 700 on the 

non-recentered SAT) on a national test date. 

 

For Division I:  The minimum grade point average in the 16 core courses and required ACT or SAT score vary according the Initial-

eligibility index below 

 

This index applies to students enrolling as college freshmen during 2006-2007 and thereafter who wish to participate in Division I 

athletics. 

 
 



NCAA DIVISION I SLIDING SCALE                                         
CORE GRADE-POINT AVERAGE/ 
TEST-SCORE 
New Core GPA / Test Score Index 
 
Core GPA             SAT            ACT 
                                Verbal and Math ONLY 

3.550 & above            400                 37 
3.525                          410                 38 
3.500                          420                 39 
3.475                          430                 40 
3.450                          440                 41 
3.425                          450                 41 
3.400                          460                 42 
3.375                          470                 42 
3.350                          480                 43 
3.325                          490                 44 
3.300                          500                 44 
3.275                          510                 45 
3.250                          520                 46 
3.225                          530                 46 
3.200                          540                 47 
3.175                          550                 47 
3.150                          560                 48 
3.125                          570                 49 
3.100                          580                 49 
3.075                          590                 50 
3.050                          600                 50 
3.025                          610                 51 
3.000                          620                 52 
2.975                          630                 52 
2.950                          640                 53 
2.925                          650                 53 
2.900                          660                 54 
2.875                          670                 55 
2.850                          680                 56 
2.825                          690                 56 
2.800                          700                 57 
2.775                          710                 58 
2.750                          720                 59 
2.725                          730                 59 
2.700                          730                 60 
2.675                          740-750          61 
2.650                          760                 62 
2.625                          770                 63 



NCAA DIVISION I SLIDING SCALE                                         
CORE GRADE-POINT AVERAGE/ 
TEST-SCORE  continued 
New Core GPA / Test Score Index 
 
Core GPA             SAT            ACT 
                                Verbal and Math ONLY 

 
2.600                           780                64 
2.575                           790                65 
2.550                           800                66 
2.525                           810                67 
2.500                           820                68 
2.475                           830                69 
2.450                           840-850         70 
2.425                           860                70 
2.400                           860                71 
2.375                           870                72 
2.350                           880                73 
2.325                           890                74 
2.300                           900                75 
2.275                           910                76 
2.250                           920                77 
2.225                           930                78 
2.200                           940                79 
2.175                           950                80 
2.150                           960                80 
2.125                           960                81 
2.100                           970                82 
2.075                           980                83 
2.050                           990                84 
2.025                           1000              85 
2.000                           1010              86 

 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
¶ Division II has no sliding scale. The 
minimum core grade-point average is 2.000. 
The minimum SAT score is 820 (verbal and 
math sections only) and the minimum ACT 
sum score is 68. 

¶ 14 Core courses are required for Division II. 

¶ 16 Core courses are required for Division I. 



¶ The SAT combined score is based on the 
verbal and math sections only. The writing 
section will not be used. 

¶ SAT and ACT scores must be reported 
directly to the clearinghouse from the 
testing agency. Scores on transcripts will 
not be used. 

For more information regarding the rules, 
please go to www.ncaa.org. Click on 
ñAcademics and Athletesò then ñEligibility 
and Recruiting.ò Or visit the clearinghouse 
Web site at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net. 
Please call the NCAA Eligibility Center if you 
have questions: 
Toll-free number: 877/622-2321 
NCAA Eligibility Center 
08/28/07 LM:cvs 

 

 

 

 

Key documents: 

 

1. Form 48H for the high school lists each course offered that meets NCAA core course guidelines.  Clearinghouse specialists 

review and validate core courses and return a printout of core data to the high school.  Validated course data for each school is 

maintained in the Clearinghouseôs ñ48H Library.ò 

2. Students must report their ACT or SAT/SAT I test scores to the Clearinghouse as early as possible.  If they have tested more 

than once, they should have all their scores sent to the Clearinghouse.  NCAA regulations permits the Clearinghouse to take 

the highest score earned on each part of a test to produce an ACT composite or SAT/SAT I combined score which may be 

higher than the score earned on any single test date.  If a student is recruited by a Division I institution, he or she must have the 

test scores reported directly to the Clearinghouse by the testing agency.  To do so, students should mark code ñ9999ò as one of 

their college and scholarship coeds on their registration folder when requesting additional score reports. 



3. The student must file a Student Release Form with the Clearinghouse with an accompanying $50.00 fee.  (Fee waivers are 

available to all who have received fee waivers on the ACT or SAT/SAT I).  Students must list all schools attended in grades 9-

12 on the form.  Students sign the form to authorize each of the high schools they have attended to provide transcripts and 

proof of graduation to the Clearinghouse.  This form also authorizes the Clearinghouse to forward the studentôs initial 

eligibility information to NCAA member institutions that request it.   

4. ONLINE REGISTRATION: The preferred me thod is to register online.  Go online to www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.  

Select Prospective Student-Athletes and click on US Students Register Here.  Complete the Student Release Form online, 

and include your credit or debit card information to pay the fee.  Then follow instructions to complete the transaction.  Print 

both Copy 1 and Copy 2 of the transcript release forms, sign them and give both to your high school counselor.  You can print 

out additional copies of the completed form to your records.   

5. Official High School transcripts must be received from each high school a student has attended.  Only official transcripts with 

school seals and/or signatures mailed directly from the high school to the Clearinghouse can be accepted.  Faxed transcripts are 

not acceptable.  After graduation, the Clearinghouse must receive a final transcript with proof of graduation noted. 

6. NCAA member institutions use the Institution Request List to request initial eligibility certification decisions for the students 

they are recruiting.  Once the Clearinghouse has received all of the information that it needs to make a certification decision, 

the Clearinghouse will report that decision to the student and to the NCAA member institutions(s) that request it and to which 

the student has authorize release of the information. 

 

 

 

*** For additional information*** 

NCAA Clearinghouse 

P.O. Box 4044 

Iowa City, Iowa 52243-4044 

Fax:  (319)337-1556 (not for transcripts) 

 

NOTE:  Students can receive information about the status of their certification documents and their certification decision by calling 

the NCAA Clearinghouse at (319)339-3003 from a touch tone phone and entering their Social Security Number plus the Personal 

Identification Number (PIN) they provided on the Student Release Form.  This service is available 24 hours a day. 

 

 

http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/


 

 

 

 

Students are ranked according to their cumulative GPA based on all courses in which a final trimester grade is received.  The 

valedictorian and salutatorian of the senior class are the students who have the highest class rank after the second trimester of the 

senior year of high school.   

 

 

 

 

 

1. Final trimester grades are calculated by taking a weighted average of each of the following grades (percentage not letter): 

 

Trimester Grade 80% 

Semester exam 20% 

2. All teachers are required to give a final exam or final project. 

 

3. All students must take the final exam in order to complete a course. 

 

4. Third trimester seniors who have a ñBò average and 3 or fewer absences for the trimester may be excused from the exam 

unless required to take it by the instructor. 

 

5. Dual Enrollment classes and Advanced Placement classes will be graded on a 5.0 scale.  (A=5.0, B=4.0, C=3.0, D=2.0, F=0.0). 

 

6. Other courses will use a 4.0 system:  A=4.0, A-=3.7, B+=3.3, B=3.0, B-=2.7, C+=2.3, C=2.0, C-=1.7, D+=1.3, D=1.0, D-=0.7, 

F=0.0. 

 

 

 

 

CLASS RANKING  

GRADING SYSTEM  
 

 



 

 

 

 

The Board of Education has adopted a resolution to comply with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, which became 

effective on July 21, 1975.  Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 specifically states: 

 

No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 

to discrimination under any educational program or activity receiving Federal financial assistanceé.with certain exceptions. 

 

It is the policy of the Allendale Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of religion, race, national origin, sex, or handicap in 

educational programs, activities or services and to comply with all requirements and regulations of the U.S. Department of Education.  

All students shall have an equal opportunity to participate in, and benefit from, all academic and extracurricular activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students are encouraged to access the Guidance Department for assistance with personal, social, or academic issues.  The Counseling 

department also provides help with course options and post-secondary planning including preparation for the workforce, technical 

schools, 2-year , or 4-year colleges. 

 

 

PROGRAM SELECTION AND REGISTRATION PROCEDURES  

 

Course registration for the following year takes place in January/February.  Students should use course descriptions, counselors, 

parents, teachers, and the career path they wish to pursue to assist in selecting appropriate courses.  Selections should be based on 

student interest, motivation, academic ability, and teacher recommendation. 

 

 

TITLE IX POLICY  

GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING SERVICES  



The studentsô requests are used to build a master schedule.  Therefore, it is vital that the students select classes carefully.  The 

availability of staff and the number of requests for specific courses are crucial factors that determine which classes can be taught and 

when they meet in the schedule.  Because this is a difficult and complicated process, students will not have the option to arbitrarily 

change their choices, hours, or select specific teachers once they receive their schedules in August. 

 

The counseling department strongly encourages parents to take an active role in the selection process and to call school if they have 

questions about career paths, graduation requirements, or post-secondary options that are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Subject     Grades        Trimesters                       Subject       Grades         Trimesters 

                                                                          

 

 

 

SUBJECT   GRADES Trimesters   SUBJECT  GRADES     Trimesters 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS 

(See course descriptions for details) 

2D Design  9-12    1T    3D Design    9-12   1T 

Draw/Painting I  9-12    1T    Draw/Painting II    9-12   1T 

                               Ceramics                            10-12                     1T                                                     Adv. Draw/Paint.  10-12                                1T    

                               Independent .Studio  I        11-12                     1T                                                     Portfolio Dev.       11-12                                1T 

                               Intro. To Photo.                  10-12                     1T                                                     Photography II       10-12                               1T 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               Independent Study  instructor  permission                

1                                          Photography        10-12                                   Y 

ART 

BUSINESS

S 
Accounting   9-12  2 T    Typing 1 9-12   2 T 

General Business   9-12  2 T    Typing 2 10-12   2 T 

                Marketing   9-12  2 T         Sports & Entertainment  Marketing        11-12                                 2 T 

            

 

 



      Subject     Grades        Trimesters                       Subject       Grades         Trimesters 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER EDUCATION  

Computer Applications  9-12  1 T    Computer Programming 2  10-12 2 T 

                 Computer Programming 1    9-12     2 T      

                   Multimedia Projects                       10-12                    1 T 

LANGUAGE ARTS  

Annual   9-12   3 T    Advance Placement English 12  3 T 

English 9  9   2 T    English in Society  12  2 T 

                English 10                 10    2 T                    

English 11  11  2 T    Public Speaking   11-12  1 T 

                English 12    12    2 T     Creative Writing ï Short Stories      10-12                    1 T  

                Drama   9-12  2 T     Creative Writing ï Poetry                 10-12                   1 T 

                Newspaper  10-12  3 T  

 



          Subject     Grades        Trimesters                       Subject       Grades         Trimesters 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE  

Spanish 1    9-12  2 T    Spanish 3     11-12    2 T 

 Spanish 2     9-12   2 T                    Spanish 4      11-12                   2 T 

                 French 1                              9-12                    2 T                                                     French 2                                            11-12                    2 T    

                 French 3                              11-12                  2 T 

LIFE SKILLS  

Life Skills 1  9-12  2 T    PALS    10-12    1 T 

 Child Development            9-12                     1 T                                                     Family  Relations                             9-12                       1 T 

               Food & Nutrition               9-12                     1 T                                                       



 SUBJECT      GRADES   Trimesters   SUBJECT      GRADES   Trimesters  

 

                                                      

 

 

 

                                                                    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS  

                    Algebra 1  9-12  2  T                                                  Geometry   9-12      2 T        

      Extended Algebra         9-12                       3 T                                                          Advanced Algebra  10-12      2 T 

        Extended  Geometry     10-12                     3 T                                                        Pre-Calculus           11-12              2 T  

AP Calculus              11-12          3  T                                                                                                                                                

MUSIC  

High School Band               9-12  3 T    High School Choir  9-12  3 T 

        Wind Ensemble(audition req.)         9-12          3 T                         Show Choir(audition req.)          9-12          3 T 

         Jazz Band  

         

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Phys Ed 9  9  1 T    Lifetime Sports   11-12  2 T 

Health   9  1 T    Weight Training 1  10-12  2 T 

Phys Ed 10  10  1 T    Weight Training 2  11-12  2 T 

               Emerg. Hlth Care & Safety 10-12                   1 T                                                       Weight Training 3                              12                   2 T           

               Extreme P.E.                       11-12                   2 T 



      Subject     Grades        Trimesters                       Subject       Grades         Trimesters 

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

SCIENCE 
 

Physical Science  9  2 T    Chemistry   11-12  2  T 

Biology 1  10-12  2 T                   Anatomy & Physiology     11-12  2 T 

Biology 2  11-12  2 T    Physics    11-12  2 T 

               Science Projects R & MP  9-12   1 T               ChemCom                                          11-12                    2 T 

               Science Projects ï WT       9-12                     1T                                                  

SOCIAL  STUDIES 

                    World History      9       2 T                                                    US History      10        2 T 

Economics  11  1 T    Government  11   1 T 

Current Events  11-12  1 T    Psychology  11-12   2 T 

    Sociology      11-12       2 T                                                    Sociology of Sports           11-12                                  1 T           

    World Conflicts                 10-12                     1 T                                                    American Cultures     11-12                           

    American  Cultures            11-12                     1 T                                                     (80ôs, 90ôs, 2000) 

    (50ôs, 60ôs, 70ôs)                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY  

Tech Ed1  9-12  2 T      Tech Ed 2       10-12   2 T 

                  Home Improvement          10-12                    2 T 



      Subject     Grades        Trimesters                       Subject       Grades         Trimesters 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM, ELECTIVES, MISC . 

                 Careerline Tech Center       11-12        3 T 

                 Independent Study       12        1 T 

   Dual Enrollement       11-12       2 ï3 T 

                 Michigan Virtual High School           11-12                     2-3 T 

                  Internship                                          12                        1 T-3 T 



 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 Art education is a necessary and fundamental element in the growth and development of tomorrowôs society.  It is essential 

that active participation in the arts stimulates critical thinking and creative problem solving skills. These skills transfer to all 

disciplines within an individualôs life. 

 Art encompasses various learning styles, giving students a more well-rounded educational experience.  Art draws connections 

where other disciplines end--creating a holistic individual. 

 

2-DIMENSIONAL DESIGN (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
 A one trimester foundation course which deals primarily with the fundamental visual elements of 2-dimensional art and basic 

design techniques.  There will be an introduction to basic 2-D design through projects involving the use of a variety of media.  There 

will also be an introduction to art history, careers, and visits to local museums and galleries are strongly recommended.   Career 

Pathways:  All 
 

DRAWING AND PAINTING (Grades 9 -12, no prerequisites) 
          A one trimester foundation course which is designed to help the student develop an understanding of the basic methods of 

drawing and painting.  The student will be introduced to the elements of art and the principles of design.  There will also be an 

introduction to art history, careers, and visits to local museums and galleries are strongly recommended.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

3-DIMENSIONAL DESIG N (Grades 10-12, successful completion of 2-D Design &Draw/Paint.  
 A one trimester course in which students will become aware of the great variety of forms that are in 3-D space.  There will be 

an introduction to a variety of media, including but not limited to clay, paper sculpture, found-object sculpture, and paper mache.  

Students will gain an understanding of the impact of sculpture on art history, research career options and visits to local museums and 

galleries will be strongly recommended.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

 

ART DEPARTMENT  



Art, continued 

 

 

DRAWING AND PAINTING II (Grades 10 -12, successful completion of Drawing and 

Painting 1 and 2-D Design) 
 In this one trimester course, students will become more familiar with the various painting and drawing media in order  

to expand their artistic knowledge and skill set.  The students will become familiar with important movements in art history and their 

impact on culture.  There will be further exploration of career options and visits to local museums and galleries will be strongly 

recommended.  Career  Pathways:  All  

 

 

CERAMICS (Grades 11-12, successful completion of 3-D Design) 
 In this one trimester course, students will expand their understanding of the elements and principles of 3-D design.  The 

students will explore the various clay building, decorative, and glazing techniques and become familiar with the history of ceramics in 

both utilitarian and abstract forms.  Visits to local museums and galleries are strongly recommended. Career Pathways:  ñArts & 

Communicationsò 

 

 

ADVANCED DRAWING AND PAINTING (Grade 11 -12, successful completion of 2-D 

Design, and Drawing and Painting I & II) 
 Students will further explore the various drawing and painting techniques and media and begin to develop a personal style.  

Visits to museums and galleries, job shadows, and portfolio development will be strongly encouraged.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & 

Communicationsò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 

 

 



Art, continued 

 

INDEPENDENT STUDIO I (Prerequisites: successful completion of 5 trimesters of Art and/or 

Photography and instructor permission) 
             In this one trimester class, the students will develop a body of work consisting of 7-8 fully executed pieces.  They will design 

their own assignments with the assistance of the teacher and will learn to develop ideas from preliminary sketches to final high quality 

pieces.  They will participate in critiques both individually and as a group and they will be expected to participate in public art works 

projects.  The students will become ñstudio managersò and learn the techniques and skills of maintaining a multi-media studio space 

as well as the skills needed to make a living as a studio artist.  They will explore career or higher education options and explore job 

shadow opportunities.   Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò 

 

             

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT (Prerequisites: 5 trimesters of Art and/or Photography and 

Instructor Permission) 
This one trimester class is designed for students who are creating a body of work for admission to an art-related program, 

scholarship consideration, and for job interviews in art careers.  They must have 7-8 high quality pieces completed by the end of the 

trimester.  The student will learn how to photograph their work for slide portfolios, mount their artwork, work on admissions 

requirements, and job or scholarship requirements.  The student will further develop an ability to discuss their work intellectually in 

group and individual critiques.  Career Pathways: ñArts & Communicationsò 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOGRAPHY (Pre requisites: 35mm SLR camera, 2-D Design) 
            This one trimester class will deal with the technical and practical use of a Single Lens Reflex Camera and the black and white 

darkroom.  It will focus on the basic skills of camera operation, film development, and photo printing.  The students will become 

familiar with the history of photography and its historical impact on our society.  Visits to local galleries, museums, and photography 

studios are strongly encouraged.  Career Pathways:  ñArts and Communicationsò     NOTE:  Students are  required to supply 

their own camera for this class.  They will need a Single Lens Reflex Camera with manual capabilities.   The Pentax K-1000 is a 

good camera for beginners. 



 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY II  (Prerequisites: 35 mm camera, 2-D Design and Introduction to 

Photography) 
 The student will expand on the techniques learned in Intro to Photography and learn advanced camera, darkroom and 

manipulation techniques in this one trimester class.  The student will continue to explore the impact of photography on history as well 

as various career and higher education opportunities.  Visits to local galleries, museums, and photography studios are strongly 

encouraged.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò   NOTE: Students must provide a Single Reflex Camera with 

manual capabilities.  The Pentax K-1000 is a good example of a beginner camera. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PHILOSOPHY  
 Business Education prepares the students of Allendale for entry and advancement in business occupations.  The curriculum is 

designed to help students learn how to earn a living and to live wisely in a free enterprise system. 

 Allendale business students need exposure to not only the knowledge and techniques needed within each area, but also must 

build social and human relation skills to experience success on the job. 

 

 

ACCOUNTING (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
 Accounting is a course designed to provide students with the foundation skills necessary for entry-level employment in the 

business world.  At the same time, cooperative skills, attitudes, and business applications will enable the students to become 

productive citizens in a global society.  We address the impact of technology on accounting with integrated computerized accounting 

activities using Peachtree Accounting.  The student keeps records for different types of businesses through an entire accounting cycle.  

Career Pathways: ñ Business, Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñManufacturing Technology & Engineeringò 

 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 



BUSINESS, continued 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
   Its objectives are to introduce the student to the world of business and to help prepare them for their economic roles of 

consumer, worker, and citizen. It serves as a background for other business courses taken in high school and in college, assists 

students with consumer decision-making, prepares students for future employment, and helps them to effectively perform their 

responsibilities as a citizen.  Career Pathways:  ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technology 

 

KEYBOARDING 1 (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
Keyboarding is a course that centers around three critical skills: basic keying skills consisting of fluent manipulation of letter, 

figure/symbol, and basic service keys by ñtouchò; formatting skills involving transferring facts and ideas into meaningful, useful 

documents of quality; and information processing skills involving learn/practice/sustain/assess.  Career Pathways:  ñBusiness, 

Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñManufacturing Technology & Engineeringò 

 

KEYBOARDING 2 (Grades 10-12, successful completion of Keyboarding 1) 
 Keyboarding 2 is a course in which students continue to develop the skills that they learned in Keyboarding 1.  Emphasis is 

placed on improving speed and accuracy.   Students will apply keying skills in work settings with very few specific directions.  

Career Pathways:  ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñManufacturing Technology & Engineeringò 

 

MARKETING (Grades 9 -12, General Business and Economics preferred) 
Marketing is a course that lets students explore the marketing practices and principles at both the retail and industrial level 

giving them an overview of the importance of marketing to the business world.  It stresses the mathematics fundamentals and 

applications needed to pursue marketing careers.  It will, also, help identify student interests and aptitudes in a potential marketing 

career.  Marketing skills are useful in any career because they involve understanding businesses as well as effectively relating and 

communicating with others.  Students must understand how businesses operate in order to apply marketing practices in our free 

enterprise system.  Understanding how business functions on a day-to-day basis will help students develop the necessary attitude and 

skills require for successful employment.  Students will come to realize the importance of cooperation, competition, ethics, and 

teamwork.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñHuman 

Servicesò 



SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETIN G (Grades 11-12) 
 This trimester long class takes the student on a step-by-step journey through the world of marketing.  They will learn the basic 

functions of marketing and how those functions are applied to sports and entertainment.  The basic functions are:  Marketing-

Information Management, Financing, Pricing, Promotion, Product/Service Management, Distribution, and Selling.  Career 

Pathways:  ñBusiness, Management, Marketing, & Financeò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 Our world has become increasingly characterized by the use of computers and related technologies.  Students are growing up 

in a society in which the ability to access and process information is important. 

 The Allendale Public Schools recognize the need to use network technology and computer communication.  Computers are 

integrated in the curriculum with network stations in the classrooms as well as the computer labs.  The District also recognizes the 

potential of the computer as an instructional and administrative tool and encourages the staff to become familiar with computer 

applications. 

 

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
 Computer Applications is an introductory trimester-long course.  Students will study the basic operations of the computer and 

improve their keyboarding skills.  They learn to operate a word processor (Word), to use spreadsheets (Excel) and databases (Access) 

to solve problems, and to use a presentation program (PowerPoint).  Microsoft Office software is used in the course. 

 Internet use and web page creation are components of the course.  Successful completion of one trimester of Computer 

Applications satisfies the graduation requirement in computers.  Career Pathways:  All 

COMPUTER EDUCATION  



COMPUTER EDUCATION, continued  

 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 1 (Grades 9-12, successful completion of Applications,  

Algebra, or instructor approval)  
 Computer Programming 1 is a 2 trimester course in which students learn to program the computer using the Visual Basic 

language.  Instructional goals of the course are: 

1. The student will become familiar with programming a computer language. 

2. The student will be able to plan a logical and efficient series of statement in Visual Basic. 

3. The student will develop strategies for solving problems. 

Topics covered in the course include: coding and debugging programs, defining and using variables, using controlled loops and 

other data structures, formatting data output, and working with arrays, records and files. 

Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñHealth Sciencesò, 

ñManufacturing Technology & Engineeringò, ñNatural Resources & Agriscienceò  

 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 2 (Grades 10-12, successful completion of Prog 1) 
 Computer Programming 2 is a 2 trimester course in which the student learns to program the computer using the Visual C++ 

language.  The course content and objectives are very similar to those of Programming 1 with the exception that Visual C++ is used as 

the computer language.  Career Pathways:  ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñManufacturing Technology & 

Engineeringò   

 

MULTIMEDIA PROJECTS (GRADES 10 -12, successful completion Computer Applications, 

Computer Programming, or permission of instructor) 
            This is a one-trimester course that will involve individual and group multimedia projects.  These projects can be from various 

subject areas.  It would also involve designing presentations with MS PowerPoint, using sounds, pictures, movies, etc.  It would 

involve creating web pages with Mozilla Composer. Students will learn how to make movies using Pinnacle software.   Students 

would use the digital movie/still camera, camcorder, digital camcorder, and scanner.  They would also be using the Internet to gain 

information.  You may also be interviewing users and designing projects based on the usersô specifications.  Career Pathways:  

ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, Marketing, & Technologyò       



 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 The primary goal of the Language Arts department is to equip each student with the basic communications skills-written and 

oral-needed to succeed in todayôs world.  Secondly, we hope to provide the college-bound students with the advanced skills necessary 

to allow them to widen their scope of discovery and effective expression, and finally; to allow the creative student the opportunity to 

fulfill his/her desire to search, find, and express his/her creativity through a variety of educational experiences. 

 

ENGLISH 9 (Grade 9, no prerequisites) 
 English 9 is a 2 trimester course required of all freshmen.  It exposes students to literature from around the world to help them 

understand the diversity of a global society.  The course helps students utilize critical thinking skills and  effectively communicate 

through writing, speaking, listening, and reading.  Students are taught the basic principles of writing including grammar, style, 

vocabulary, and form.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

ENGLISH 10 (Grade 10, successful completion of English 9) 
 English 10 is a 2 trimester literature-based course required of all sophomores.  Writing is emphasized and practiced by utilizing 

critical thinking skills.  Personal, descriptive, narrative, and expository writing are taught and practiced.  Students are required to 

complete a research paper.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

ENGLISH 11 (Grade 11, successful completion of English 10) 
 English 11 is a 2 trimester course taken in the junior year. A survey of American literature is the courseôs primary focus.    

Students are taught to appreciate literature as an art form and to apply literature to life experiences.  The continued development of 

reading, writing, and listening skills is an integral part of the course.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

 

 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS  



ENGLISH 12 (Grade 12, successful completion of English 11) 
 English 12 is a 2 trimester course that includes and introduction to English literature.  The intent of the course is to review and 

refine the senior studentôs abilities to communicate, express, comprehend, create, and evaluate.  The course serves as a final 

preparation of the college-bound student as well as the student who will enter the work world after graduation from high school.  

Students study literary works from the Old English period and the Elizabethan Age through the Twentieth century.  Writing skills are 

reviewed and refined through course units including Power Writing, portfolio development, and an extensive research paper.   Career 

Pathways:  All 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT(AP) ENGLISH (Grade 12, 3 years of English, 3.5 gpa in previous 

English courses, instructor approval) 
 AP English is a 3 trimester course that provides an opportunity for highly motivated seniors to take a college-level course 

while in high school.  The AP program of study is a nationally recognized curriculum offering advanced study in language and 

composition.  Successful students will have an opportunity to take the AP exam in May, thereby earning possible college credit. 

 The AP course in English language and composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety 

of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  Both their 

writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writerôs purposes, audience expectations and 

subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effective writing. 

 Students are assessed through tests and writing evaluations.  They must research and present a capstone exhibition and take the 

AP exam.  This course is for college bound students with proven academic ability. Career Pathways:  All 

 

ENGLISH IN SOCIETY (Grade 12, non-college bound student, teacher recommendation) 
 English In Society is 2 trimester course designed to prepare the non-college bound student with fundamental writing, reading, 

li stening, and speaking skills necessary in the world outside of school.  The course content is built around practical application of 

communication skills.  Reading and comprehending general and technical material, writing grammatically correct sentences, 

paragraphs, and compositions, and investigating important issues and problems are essential components of the course.  Career 

Pathways:  All 

 

 

 



LANGUAGE ARTS, continued 
 

ANNUAL (Grades 10-12, application process) 
 Annual is a 3 trimester course.  The purpose of the Yearbook Class  is to complete and publish the Allendale High School 

yearbook.  Students learn to meet deadlines while designing, organizing, and completing the yearbook through an online program.  

Students conduct a sales campaign to market the book and sell advertising space to local businesses.   Career Pathways:  ñArts & 

Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technologyò 

 

NEWSPAPER (Grades 10-12, application process, teacher approval) 
 Newspaper class is a 3 trimester elective course focusing on these goals: 1) general literacy in mass media,  2) specialized 

literacy in print journalism, including basic principles of digital photography and page design, media ethics, and the writing of straight 

news, feature news, ads, editorials, and columns, and  3) publication of the Allendale High School student newspaper. The course is 

open to students in grades 10-12 who demonstrate the level of interest, personal responsibility, and writing skill necessary for a 

newspaper staff member.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technologyò  

 

LEADERSHIP LITERATURE (Grades 9 -12, no prerequisites) 
 This 1 trimester course encompasses the four traditional areas of Language Arts (reading, writing, speaking, and listening)by 

using a thematic focus: leadership.  Students will read from various literature selections which shed light on the nature of effective 

leadership, will write about essential qualities of leadership, and will practice the writing, listening, and speaking skills which 

comprise effective workplace leadership.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & 

Technologyò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

CREATIVE WRITING (Grades 10 -12, no prerequisites) 
           This is a one trimester elective course in which students will examine and demonstrate the elements of creative writing as 

evident in various genres, including poetry, short story, creative nonfiction, and more.  Career Pathways:  ñArts and 

Communicationsò, Business,Management, Marketing, & Technologyò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 



LANGUAGE ARTS, continued 
 

DRAMA I (INTRODUCTION TO THEATER) (Grades 9 -12, no prerequisites) 
 This is a 1 trimester course. Theater is very much a part of life.   Movies, television, and the various forms of live theater are 

readily available to all.  An understanding of the history (how and why theater was created) will help students who are interested both 

in performing and in the technical aspects of theater.  In this basic introduction to the theater and dramatic arts, students will study the 

history of drama/theater by studying six of the types of drama beginning with the Classic Age.  Students will learn the basic elements 

necessary to produce a drama/play.  The final two weeks of this course will be spent working with student performances 

(monologues).  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò 

 

DRAMA II (Grades10-12, successful completion of Drama I) 
          This 1 trimester course will provide a ñhands onò experience for students interested in improving their acting skills.  Use of 

the body, voice, and imagination will be taught to improve character acting.  Positive theater behavior and etiquette (for actors and 

audience) will be studied and practiced.  Students will write a drama and/or screen play.  Opportunities to view local performances 

will be encouraged.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò 
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING (Grades 9-12) 
 This 1 trimester course will provide students with the self-confidence, poise, and presentation techniques necessary to speak 

effectively to one another and in front of an audience. The course is designed to expand the basic speech information and techniques 

taught in the  English classes incorporating technology and community.  Listening skills, public speaking fundamentals, effective use 

of language, and speech preparation/delivery are units of the course.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, 

Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 

GRAMMAR , VOCABULARY AND WRITING (Grade 9 -12)  
Grammar, vocabulary and Writing is a one trimester course focusing on the development of the grammar, vocabulary, and 

writing skills necessary to succeed on the ACT English test, on college placement tests, and in workplace applications. Career 

Pathways:  ñAllò 



 

EXPERIENCING THE CLASSICS (GRADES 10-12) 
 This is a one trimester elective course in which students will read, discuss, and critique classic novels.  Course goals include 

developing studentsô cultural literacy; enhancing studentsô ability to read, comprehend, analyze, and evaluate challenging levels of 

reading material; and strengthening studentsô ability to discuss, represent, and write about literature.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & 

Communicationsò 

 

YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE (GRADES 9 -12) 
 This is a one trimester elective course in which students will read, discuss, and write about contemporary, young adult novels 

by writers such as Walter Myers, Gary Paulsen, Cynthia Voigt, and Jerry Spinelli, and others.  This class will help students strengthen 

reading comprehension, develop good reading habits, and increase their reading quality, quantity, and enjoyment!  Career Pathways:  

ñArts  & Communications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 The study of a foreign language is important because we are citizens of the world, not only of the USA.  In an ever-shrinking 

and dependent world, we must be able to communicate with other people and understand their culture and customs.  Knowledge of a 

foreign language gives us insight into the English language because many foreign words are included in our language.  Knowing a 

foreign language is an advantage when looking for a job as foreign languages are used increasingly in many professions and 

businesses.  When we study a foreign language, we learn the way people think, live, and express themselves.  This helps us to 

understand and appreciate their culture, to open our minds to foreign cultures, and to understand our own culture and language. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE, continued  
 

SPANISH 1 (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 



 Spanish 1 is a 2 trimester course that introduces the student to the language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world.  The 

student will develop proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing the language.  The student will study basic vocabulary 

word groups and grammar.   Career Pathways:  All 

 

SPANISH 2 (Grades 9-12, successful completion of Spanish 1) 
 The objectives of this 2 trimester course are to recall and expand upon the base of knowledge developed in Spanish 1.  The 

student will study more complex vocabulary and grammar and will express thoughts at greater length and detail in written and oral 

form.  Speaking and listening comprehension are improved through individual projects and group conversations.  The study of the 

Hispanic culture is continued in this course.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

SPANISH 3 (Grades 10-12, successful completion of Spanish 2) 
 This 2 trimester course will present the student with the more complex structures of basic Spanish and expand the cultural 

themes of the first and second levels.  The course is designed to provide a wide variety of learning experiences and will review all 

previous tenses as well as introduce the subjunctive mood.  Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are all emphasized in this course 

with much of the class being conducted in Spanish.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, 

Marketing & Technologyò, ñHealth Sciencesò, òHuman Servicesò 

 

SPANISH 4 (Grades 11-12, successful completion of Spanish 3) 
 Spanish 4 is a 2 trimester class which emphasizes reading literary selections, giving oral reports, writing papers, and 

strengthening grammatical usage. The student will gain insight into the culture, customs, and history of Hispanic civilizations.  The 

majority of the class will be conducted in Spanish, and the student will be expected to use that language as the primary language in the 

classroom.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, Marketing & Technologyò, ñHuman 

Servicesò 

 

 

 

FRENCH I, (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 



         This is a 2 trimester course that introduces the student to the language and culture of the French-speaking world.  The student 

will develop proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing the language.  The student will study basic vocabulary word 

groups and grammar.  Career Pathways:  ñAllò 

 

 

FRENCH 2, (Grades 10-12, successful completion of French 1) 
               The objectives of this 2 trimester course are to recall and expand upon the base of knowledge developed in French 1.  The 

student will study more complex vocabulary and grammar and will express thoughts at greater length and detail in written and oral 

form.  Speaking and listening comprehension are improved through individual projects and group conversations.  The study of the 

Francophone culture is continued in this course.  Career Pathways:  ñAllò 

 

 

FRENCH 3, (Grades 11-12, successful completion of French 2 
           This 2 trimester course will present students with more complex structures of basic French and expand the cultural themes of 

the first and second levels.  The course is designed to provide a wide variety of learning experiences that will review and expand on 

previous grammatical structures.  Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are all emphasized in this course with much of the class 

being conducted in French.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 To be successful in todayôs world, students need to relate to other people.  They need to gain experience in making decisions 

about many of the issues that will affect them as consumers including housing, nutrition, childcare, and major purchases.  The goal of 

the Life Skills Department is to help each student develop skills that will prove valuable in understanding self, family, and friends. 

 

LIFE SKILLS  



 

LIFE SKILLS 1 (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
 Life Skills 1 is a class that can be taken for 2 trimesters.  The course is designed to be a foundation for future courses in the 

home economics area.  Areas studied include:  child development and family living, decision-making skills, food and nutrition, 

housing and home furnishings, clothing and textiles.  Students learn practical applications of course content.  Career Pathways:  

ñArts & Communicationsò, ñHealth Sciencesò, ñHuman Servicesò 

LIFE SKILLS, c ontinued 
 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT/PARENTING SKILLS (Grades 9 -12, no prerequisites)       
           Child Development and Parenting Skills is a one trimester class designed to give students an opportunity to gain knowledge and 

skills in learning about the social, emotional, physical and intellectual development of children from the time of prenatal development 

to the age of six years old.  This course will also provide students with the knowledge and skills to become effective parents and 

mentors for children whenever they assume the responsibilities of these roles in life.  Some of the learning situations students will 

participate in are simulations, interaction with parents and children, guest speakers and guided observation.   Career Pathways:  

ñHealth Sciencesò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 

FOOD AND NUTRITION (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites)      
          Food and Nutrition is a one trimester class that will emphasize the complex interaction between diet, nutrition and physical 

fitness for optimum health and well being.  Other topics include: food preparation techniques; safety concerns; weight control; food 

selection and menu planning; fad diets; eating disorders; evaluation of fast food nutrition; and sports nutrition.  Consumer awareness 

in making healthy food choices will be accentuated throughout this semester course.  Students will develop teamwork and cooperation 

skills while developing food preparation skills.    Career Pathways:  ñHealth Sciencesò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 

 

 

PALS (Grades 10-12) 



 PAL stands for Peer Assistant Leadership.  Staff and students identify natural helpers who are invited to apply to be a PAL.  

An interview completes the selection process.  PALs are trained for 1 trimester in one-on-one relationships, conversational skills, 

decision making, peer relationship concerns, drug/health concerns, etc.  The PALs are available to the student body for help with a 

variety of problems including academic and personal difficulties.  A trained staff member acts as a backup for complex and 

emergency situations.  Career Pathways:  ñHuman Servicesò 

 
 

FAMILY RELATIONS, (Grades 11 -12) 
          Family Relations is a trimester course that is available to juniors and seniors.  It will emphasize topics such as decision making, 

reproductive health, expectations and adjustments concerning marriage, consumer education issues affecting families, preparing to 

parent and thinking about aging and death.   Students will also be involved with information and decisions concerning families in 

crisis.  Career Pathways:  ñHealth Sciencesò, ñHuman Servicesò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 The building blocks of primary and secondary mathematics are important not only to our children but also to the future of our 

communities.  Mathematical knowledge is essential for studentsô educational development and future employment.  An effective 

mathematics curriculum prepares students to learn to think, reason, solve problems and apply mathematics in everyday situations.  To 

achieve these goals, we use a program developed by Holt, Rhinehart, and Wilson which incorporates both books and online internet 

support.. 

 

ALGEBRA 1 (Grades 9-12,) 

MATHEMATICS  



 The Holt Algebra 1 course is a 2 trimester course which introduces basic algebra concepts.  These concepts include an 

understanding of our number system, probability, solving and graphing equations and inequalities, identifying and using families of 

functions, and computing with exponents. Career Pathways:  All 

 

EXTENDED ALGEBRA (Grade 9 -12, teacher recommendation) 
 This is a 3 trimester course which is designed for the student who finds math difficult.  It will be the same as Algebra 1, only 

taught at a slower pace.  Students will receive 1 math credit and ½ elective credit for this course 

 

INTEGRATED MATH (Grades 10 -12, teacher recommendation) 
 Integrated Math is a 2 trimester course designed to prepare the student who passed Algebra 1, but struggled, for the MEAP 

tests.    Topics from logical reasoning, measurement, probability, statistics, discrete mathematics, and functions are interwoven 

throughout the course.  Topics are spiraled throughout the course, so that the student continually builds on what has been previously 

learned.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

GEOMETRY (Grades 9-12, successful completion of Algebra 1) 
 Geometry emphasizes the application of mathematics to our physical world. It is a 2 trimester course.  Coordinates, 

transformations, measurement formula, and three-dimensional figures are studied. Deductive and inductive reasoning, computing 

distance and measuring angles, and the properties of geometric figures are covered.  Special attention is given to utilizing those 

concepts developed previously.  Instruction in calculator use and computers is integrated into the course content.  Career Pathways:  

All  

 

EXTENDED GEOMETRY  (Grades 10-12, teacher recommendation) 
 This is a 3 trimester course which is designed for the student who finds math difficult.  It will be the same as geometry, only 

taught at a slower pace.  Students ill receive 1 math credit and ½ elective credit for this course. 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS, continued  



 

 

 ALGEB RA  2 (Grades 10-12, successful completion of Geometry) 
 Algebra 2  is a 2 trimester course which expands upon the topics and principles taught in Algebra 1 and Geometry.  Course 

topics include direct and indirect variation, the trigonometry of right triangles, matrices, sequences of numbers, polynomial functions, 

quadratic equations, systems of equations, logarithms, and conic sections.  In each, emphasis is placed on applying the mathematical 

concepts to solve real world problems.   Career Pathways:  All 
 

EXTENDED ALGEBRA 2 (Grades 10-12, teacher recommendation) 
 This is a 3 trimester course which is designed for the student who finds math difficult.  It will be the same as Algebra 2, only 

taught at a slower pace.  Students will receive 1 math credit and ½ elective credit for this course.  Career Pathways:  ñAllò 

 

PRE-CALCULUS (Grades 11,12, successful completion of Algebra 2) 
 Pre-Calculus is a 2 trimester course designed to review and bring together what has been learned in previous math courses.  It 

deals with infinite and continuous processes.  Its subject matter includes functions of many kinds, coordinate systems, trigonometry, 

vectors, limits, and an introduction to the basic ideas of calculus including derivatives and integrals.  Career Pathways:  

ñManufacturing Technology & Engineeringò 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS (successful completion of fours years of high school 

math or equivalent, instructor/counselor permission) 
 This course is for the above average math student.  It is taught via the Internet, so the student who takes it must be able to work 

independently and be self-motivated.  The course includes a study of limits, derivatives and their applications, and integrals and their 

applications.  Students will have the opportunity to take the Advanced Placement examination for college credit.   Career Pathways:  

ñManufacturing Technology & Engineeringò  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

.HIGH SCHOOL BAND (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
 This course is designed to advance student technique in the areas of rhythm, tone, ensemble performance, musical style, and 

musical knowledge.  Students will use a variety of material provided by the teacher.  Students in this class should have previously 

mastered the basics of the areas listed above. Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

JAZZ BAND (Grades 9-12) 
 This course is designed to advance student technique in the areas of rhythm, tone, ensemble performance, musical style, and 

musical knowledge.  This will be done through various types of jazz, pop, or rock music.  Students will use a variety of material 

provided by the teacher.  Students in this class should have previously mastered the basics of the areas listed above. Career 

Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

WIND ENSEMBLE  (Grades 9-12, AUDITI ON ONLY ) 
 Concert Winds, a 3 trimester course, is designed for the serious band student who has the skills and desire to perform more 

challenging works of music.   Members will participate in marching band during the first marking period and pep band during the 

second and third marking periods.  Participation in a variety of performances and festivals is required.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & 

Communicationsò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR (Grades 9-12, no prerequisites) 
 The goal of choir, a three trimester course,  is to have students feel comfortable with their singing voices.  Quality literature in 

a wide variety of styles is used.  The meaning of the text and the mood of the music are explored and applied.  In all choral 

classesstudents study rhythm, melody, harmony, tone color, and musical form.  Vocal techniques, stage presence, and sight 

reading/theory are taught in preparation for performances that are required.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, 

ñHuman Servicesò 

 

MUSIC 



SHOW CHOIR (Grades 10-12, audition) 
 Show Choir is a select group open to students with superior vocal ability.  It is a 3 trimester course. The goal of the group is to 

develop musical skills at a more advanced level.  Proper vocal techniques, sight reading, and performance skills are the emphasis of 

the course.  In addition, the topics and themes covered in High School Choir are explored in greater depth and rigor.  Performances are 

a mandatory part of Show Choir.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 The primary purpose of physical education is to motivate students to maintain an optimal fitness level for effective work and 

personal health.  Through physical education, students are encouraged to realize their personal capabilities and this develop a positive 

and accurate self-image.  Physical education classes will focus on increasing the studentôs knowledge, attitude, and behavior relative 

to activities including exercise, sports, games, and outdoor recreation.  The program will help students incorporate some form of 

physical activity into their life style. 

 

PHYS. ED 9 (Grade 9, no prerequisites) 
 This one-trimester course is typically taken in the freshman year and is a prerequisite for other PE courses.  The students will 

acquire knowledge about a variety of sports, games, and fitness exercises.  Cardio-vascular endurance, flexibility, and strength training 

are introduced.   Students will learn how to develop a personal wellness program. The course will also help students increase their 

skills in playing these sports and in finding a physical activity they enjoy doing.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  



HEALTH (Grade 9, no prerequisites) 
 A trimester of health is required for graduation.  The class is typically taken  by freshmen in the semester opposite PE 9.  

Major areas of study include disease prevention, personal health practices, nutrition, growth and development, family health, 

emotional and mental health, substance abuse prevention, consumer health, and safety and first aid.  Human sexuality is covered as 

part of the disease prevention unit (parents may opt to have their child excused from this section of the class).  Career Pathways:  All 

 

PHYS.ED 2 (Grades 10-12, successful completion of PE 9) 
 Students who take a trimester of PE 10 will receive in-depth instruction in a wide variety of activities and lifetime sports.  

They will learn the finer points of sports and physical conditioning activities so they will be able to enjoy health related activities for 

the rest of their lives.    Physical conditioning will include aerobic, strength, and flexibility training.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

LIFETIME SPORTS (Grades 11-12, successful completion of PE 9 and PE 10) 
 This 2 trimester class is deigned for the student who would like to improve their skills, to maintain a level of fitness, and to 

develop stress reduction techniques through the enjoyment and pleasure they receive from team sports. These sports and activities 

have carry-over value to adult life.  Sports include soccer, speedball, softball, volleyball, basketball, touch football, team handball, and 

ultimate Frisbee.  Career Pathways:  ñHealth Sciencesò 

 

WEIGHT TRAINING 1 (Grades 10 -12, successful completion of PE 9 and PE 10) 
 Weight training and conditioning is an elective, 2 trimester course that emphasizes developing the bodyôs strength, flexibility, 

and agility.  Topics include muscle identification and function , methods of training, and nutrition.  The class includes cardio-vascular 

training through running.  One of the goals of the course is to have students create a program for their individual training and 

development.  Career Pathways:  ñHealth Sciencesò 

 

WEIGHT TRAINING 2 AND 3 (Grades 11-12, successful completion of Weight Training 1) 
 These classes are continuations of Weight Training 1.  Students develop and follow an individual program to improve their 

strength, flexibility, and agility.  Career Pathways:  ñHealth Sciencesò 

 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION, continued  

 

EMERGENCY HEALTH CARE AND SAFETY (Grades 10 -12, prerequisite Health I)  
             This is a trimester long class which reviews all the body systems with an emphasis on the Reproductive System.   Students 

will be taught to identify and demonstrate first aid techniques for emergency situations.  Students will be instructed in how to develop 

personal health practices related to disease prevention and control.  They will be taught to identify and demonstrate a baseline 

understanding of standard operating procedures for injuries.  The class will also focus on substance abuse prevention.  Career 

Pathway:  ñHealth Sciencesò            
 

 

EXTREME PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Grades 11 -12, may be taken with PE-10 with 

instructor/counselor permission, prerequisite: successful completion of PE-9/Health & PE-10 
 This 2 trimester course is designed for the student who is interested in improving strength, flexibility, cardiovascular 

endurance, vertical jump, speed, agility, and muscular endurance.  Methods of instruction include plyometrics, circuit training, weight 

training, bounding, ballistic warm-ups, and stringent goal work to gain maximum strength, speed and agility.  Extreme Physical 

Education differs from weight training in that the focus is on developing all major muscle groups as a whole rather than isolating 

muscle groups individually as is done in weight training.  THIS CLASS IS EXTREMELY DEMANDING.  STUDENTS MUST 

BE WILLING TO FOLLOW THE SET PROGRAM.  Career Pathway:  ñHealth Sciencesò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 An effective science curriculum prepares students to become scientifically literate by:  developing an inquisitive mind, 

developing and applying problem-solving/investigative techniques, instilling a responsibility toward our environment, developing a 

readiness for the technology of the 21
st
 century, and applying scientific knowledge to everyday experiences. 

 

 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE  
 Physical Science is a  2 trimester course that is taken in the freshman year. Its primary focus is on the Michigan benchmarks 

and standards in the areas of chemistry, physics, and astronomy as they apply to our everyday lives.  Students will learn to apply the 

scientific method and to develop laboratory techniques.  Atomic structure, motion, forces, kinetic theory, chemical reactions, waves, 

star formation, and forms of energy are some of the topics covered in the course.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

BIOLOGY 1 (Grades 10-12, successful completion of 9
th

 grade Physical Science) 
 Biology 1 is a 2 trimester course in which the student studies ecology, cell structure and function, growth and reproduction, 

heredity, DNA, classification, evolution and the energy cycle.  The life cycle of an organism associated with a human disease will be 

included in the course. Biology I also covers portions of the Michigan benchmarks and standard for geology.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

Who should take this course:  All general education students at Allendale Public Schools must pass this class. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SCIENCE 



CHEMISTRY (Grades 11-12, successful completion of algebra and biology) 
 Chemistry is a 2 trimester college preparatory course that is usually taken in the junior year.  The course includes a study of the 

structural parts and electrical charges of atoms, the states of matter, the periodic table, acids and bases, oxidation and reduction 

reactions, bonding, kinetic theory, and chemical reactions,  The student is expected to complete a research paper and to conduct 

scientific investigations.  Career Pathways:  All for college preparation, ñHealth Sciencesò, ñManufacturing Technology & 

Engineeringò, ñNatural Resources and Agriscienceò   

 

Who should take Chemistry: Students who are seeking engineering or scientific jobs in the military.  Students who 

are planning on earning a Bachelorôs Degree or higher.  If you are unsure, talk to a science teacher.  Chemistry is 

math intensive. 
 

CHEMISTRY IN THE COMMUNI TY (CHEMCOM) (Grades 11-12) 
            This is a 2 trimester course that connects chemistry with everyday life using practical themes and problems experienced in our 

community on a daily basis.  ChemCom provides all students a scientifically based background in chemistry within the context of 

several critical issues.  Critical issues associated with water supplies, chemical resources, petroleum reserves, food composition, and 

air quality will be addressed.  Each has a significant and measurable impact on humans and the health of the planetôs ecosystems.   

Individual students will critically analyze personal lifestyle decisions as well as the social and political challenges affecting 

communities in the context of critical issues addressed.  Career Pathways:  All  

 

Who should take ChemCom: Students whoôs next step after high school is one of the following: Right to the work 

place, non-engineering or scientific jobs in the military, 2 year or community colleges, and tech schools.  If you are 

unsure, talk to a science teacher.  Any student who is planning on going for a bachelorôs degree or further should 

take chemistry.  

 

 

 
 

 



SCIENCE, continued 

 

BIOLOGY 2 (Grades 11-12, successful completion of Biology 1, pre/corequisites should 

include Chemistry) 
 This 2 trimester course is a step closer  to college level  biology  than Biology 1.  As Bio 1 was designed to get you ready for 

the MEAP teat, Bio II will help prepare you for the first year of biology in college.  This is a medium level of difficulty course.  The 

course is more rigorous than Anatomy/Physiology but far, far less difficult that an AP Biology course.....which we do not offer.  

Chemistry should be taken before or at the same time as Bio II.  This course covers many of the same topics covered in Bio I but in 

much greater depth.  This course is offered every other year opposite Anatmy/Physiology.  Career Pathways: ñHealth Sciencesò, 

ñManufacturing Technology & Engineeringò, ñNatural Resources and Agriscienceò 

 

Who should take this course:  College-bound students that are contemplating a degree in college after high school or those interested 

in how biological systems work. 

 

PHYSICS (Grades 12, successful completion of Advanced Algebra) 
 Physics is a  2 trimester college preparatory class that is usually taken during the senior year.  It blends math, science, and 

critical thinking.  This course covers the density of materials, electrical charges and currents, common forms of energy, velocity, light, 

sound, electrical systems, and forces.  Laboratory experiments allow the student to reinforce and apply concepts learned in the 

classroom.  Career Pathways:  ñEngineering/Manufacturing & Industrial Technologyò, ñNatural Resources and Agriscienceò 

 

 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (Grades 11 -12, successful completion of biology, 

pre/corequisites should include Chemistry) 
 This 2 trimester course is designed to help you decide whether you want to head into a career in health care......sports 

medicine, nursing, doctor, physical therapy, dentistry, even coaching and parenting.   The course is a medium level difficulty 

course........the majority of the course work is involved in memorization of body parts and systems of the body.  This course involves 

the dissection of earthworms, grasshoppers, crayfish, frogs, and fetal pigs.  This course is offered every other year opposite Bio II.  

Career Pathways:  ñHealth Sciencesò 

Who should take this course:  College-bound students that are contemplating a degree in college after high school or those interested 

in how our bodies work. 



SCIENCE PROJECTS A ï Wireless Technology (Grades 9-12) 
 This one trimester course will take a discovery, problem-solving approach to study concepts related to wireless 

communication, electronics, waves, and the uses of this technology in society.  This class prompts life long learning using hobby 

electronics and amateur radio.  The class does not count as a required science course and should be considered only as an elective.  

Career Pathways:  ñEngineering/Manufacturing & Industrial Technology ò 

 

SCIENCE PROJECTS B ï ROCKETS & ROBOTS (Grades 9-12) 
  This one trimester course will take a discovery and problem solving approach to the study of structural engineering, function 

and design, and the use of microcontrollers to produce results.  Students will work with one or more of the following topics: rocketry, 

robotics, and programming microcontrollers.  While taking Science Projects A may be extremely helpful it is not required.  Career 

Pathways:  ñEngineering/Manufacturing & Industrial Technologyò  

 

 

 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY  
 A knowledge and understanding of our history, government, geography, traditions, laws, fundamental principles of liberty, 

ethical values, and world history is essential in developing literate and informed citizens.  We have a responsibility to act judiciously 

in our homes, communities, country, and foreign lands; and to protect Americaôs greatest asset, liberty, for the present and future 

generations. 

 

ECONOMICS (Grade 11, no prerequisites) 
 The purpose of this one-trimester course is to further the studentsô economic knowledge and decision-making skills for 

participating in a global economy.  Students will describe and demonstrate how economic forces affect consumer and producer 

decisions.  The roles of the private and the public sectors are discussed.  Students work with a representative of the business 

community to enhance their understanding of the free enterprise system.  Career Pathways:  ñBusiness, Management, Marketing, 

& Technologyò  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 



SOCIAL STUDIES, continued 
 

CURRENT EVENTS (Grades 9-12, background in US history/government suggested) 
 This one trimester course will emphasize in-depth study of current events that affect our society.  Broadcast, print, and 

electronic media will be used to equip the student with the material he or she needs to become a productive citizen in todayôs world.  

Historical, social, economic, and political ties will be made to the knowledge base the student has.  The focus is on local, state, 

national, and international contemporary events.  Career Pathways:  ñArts & Communicationsò, ñBusiness, Management, 

Marketing & Technologyò, ñHuman Servicesò 

 

U.S. HISTORY (Grade 10, no prerequisites) 
 This  2 trimester course will survey U.S. history from the Reconstruction Era to the present.  Successful completion of this 

course is required for graduation.  Areas of study will include:  Reconstruction, expansion of industry, westward movement, 

Progressivism, Imperialism, World War I, decade of the 1920ôs, The Great Depression, W.W. II, the Cold War, the Civil Rights 

Movement, social change and the 1960ôs, the Viet Nam Era, and contemporary domestic America.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

GOVERNMENT (Grade 11, no prerequisites) 
 Government is a one trimester class that is required of all students for graduation.  It introduces the student to the form and 

functions of the federal, state and local governments.  It includes an examination of the three branches of our democratic government.  

The Constitution will be examined with an emphasis on civil rights.  The course will focus on developing skills needed in order to 

function in a participatory democracy.  Career Pathways:  All 

 

WORLD CONFLICTS OF THE 20
TH 

CENTURY (Grades 11-12, Prerequisites:  US History) 
This one trimester course will provide an in depth study of major world conflicts during the 20

th
 century.  Terrorism, Desert 

Storm, the Korean and Vietnam Conflicts, and World War II will also be studied.  The class will diagnose the dynamic effects these 

conflicts had on the evolution of a World Society and the US in the 20
th
 century.  Career Pathways:  ñHuman Servicesò 

 

 

 




